REASONS humbly Offered againſt the Eſtabliſhing the preſent Eaſt-India Compa- 
ny by Act of Parliament, excluſive of others, and confirming their Charters. 


I. Ecauſe that all the Subjects of England have an equal Right to Trade to the 
Eaſt-Indies by the Laws of the Land, and which the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons have lately Declared and Aſſerted. | | 

Il. Bzcauſe that the Eſtabliſhing this Company would give away that Right to a few Men 
only, which belongs to all the Subjects of Exgland; and thereby exciude all the reſt from 
it for 21 Years. Fy EE 

III. Becauſe that this Honourable Houſe have in two Seſſions of Parliament made two 
Solemn Addreſſes to have this Company Diſlolved , its humbly ſuiz>5ſed , Their being 
Eſtabliſhed contrary to their ſaid Addreſſes , cannot be thuugnt Ment ſufficient to recom- 
mend them to ſuch an Eſtabliſhment. 

IV. Becauſe it would be ſo great a Service to the Dutch, to have a Company Eſtabliſht 
on ſo ill a Foundation ; which would be ſo much leſs able to conteſt with them in that Trade, 
than a New Company founded on a National Bottom, with a clear Stock of Two Millions ; 
that the Dutch might afford to furniſh the Money, which is propoſed to be advanced for. 

V. B:-cauſe that the confirming this Companies Charter, would give them ſuch Powers as 
are not fit to be truſted in any Subjects; much leſs in thoſe who have already fo much 
abuſed them, and by colour thereot have been guilty of ſuch Arbitrary Proceedings , as 
well on the Lives, Liberties and Eſtates of their Fellow-Subjects, as to the Natives of /zd:ia - 
and for ſome of which, they have been juſtly Cenſared in Parliament. 

VI. Becauſe that it would countenance by a Law, one of the greateſt Cheats that ever yet 
was practiſed ; and that only to ſerve the Private Ends of a few Men, who have bzen the 
Promoters of it; and by their Arts and Tricks have procured New Subſcriptions to be 
made to their Old Stock,, which they knew was worth nothing : and the better to Decoy 
in others, have given Security , to ſome to make their 90 /. worth 1001. in 6 Months time, 

VII. Becauſe this Propoſal 1s not made by the Company, or with their Conſent, nor ſo 
much as a Gceiieral Court called , to propoſe ic to them z* but 1s managed and promoted by 
thoſe Secarity-Men, who now want the Credit of an ACt of Parliament : to make them 
a ſaving Bargaln, by raiſing the Stock : that ſo they may either Sell out , or not have it put 
upon them with ſo great a Lols. 

VIII. Bzcauſe there is no aſſurance, that this Propoſal will be complied with; for many 
of the Adventurers are ſo far from approving of ir, that they publickly expreſs their diſlike 
thereof. So that if ic ſhould be offered by the Houſe, it may not perhaps be accepted. 

IX. Becauſe it would Eſtabliſh in a few Men of the Old Company, the greateſt part of all 
that Trade , and give them, and ſuch only as they pleaſe, the whole Power and Management 
of it ; as they have had for ſeveral Years paſt, and have now lately ſecured to themſelves 
by their New Charter; by reducing the Votes from 500 1. to 1000 /, and having ten Votes 
for 10000 /. which the New Subſcribers would now gladly retrieve; and to that end have 
made Regulations, which the Governing-Men will not agree to : and the New Subſcribers 
and the Old diſagreeing about their New Regulations, if any of them them ſhould get into 
the Committee at the EleQion in £ pri next, they may perhaps be too nice in examining 
13to the Particulars of the large Articles expended for Szcret Service , and diſcover the 
miſerable ſtare of the Companys condition ; which would occaſion the Stock to fall, unleſs 
it can be thus Supported. 

X. Becauſe, that at the Return of the two Ships, which were ſent to the Eaſt-Indies by 
particular Men laſt year, the true ſtate of the Companies Condition will then appear; and 
the feap of the conſequence of having the truth thereof diſcovered, which they know is 
ſo bad, is the great Reaſon , That they are now ſo Solicitons to obtain an Eſtabliſhment by 
Att of Parliament. 

XI. Becauſe no other Reaſons are given by thoſe who promote the Confirming this Com- 
pany, for ſo doing ; bur only their Lending 60000 /. withoat Intereſt to be advanced in three 
Years, and bz Re-pald out of theic own Cuſtoms : Which by a reaſonable Tompuration 
cannot be ſuppoſed to amount to near ſo much as they have Paid for Secret Service, 
but. is nevertheleſs more than they can perform , unleſs their Friends the Dutch help them 

_ to it; or that they procure others to Lend it for them: a Practice with which they have been 

well acquainted, when they have pretended to'make Loans to T heir Majeſties ; and bave 
lately given by their Emiſſaries, r or 2 per Centr. more than the King Paid, to procure the Mo- 
ney tobe lent in their Members Names, by thoſe who otherwiſe would have lent it to the Go- 
vernment themſelves without any ſuch Compenſation, ſo that the Publick has had no Advan- 
tage by their pretended Loans. 

X11. Becauſe that this is not a raiſing of Money for the Crown, but only a Borrowing of it, 
by anticipating the Revenue which is already Granted. 

XIV. Becauſe, that if the Honourable Houſe of Commons ſhould incline (which it's hum- 
bly hoped they will not) to Confirm this Company, with an Excluſion of the Right of all the 
Subjects of England, whom this Honourable Houſe repreſents; only for their Lending 
600000 /. If the fame Method were to be taken in Raiſing Money on other Foreign Trades 
of this Kingdom, ſeveral Millions might be Raiſed thereby ; and there are Perſons who would 
make Propoſals for the |Eafi-1ndia Trade to be Settled in a New Company, far more Conſi- 
derable and Advantageous to the Publick, than what are now made far the Old Company. 
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